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Notes on the butterflies of Thailand and southern part of Vietnam 
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Abstract A new subspecies of Parantica sita is described from S. E. Thailand and S. Vietnam. 
Three species a re for the first time recorded from Thailand; the last species, formerly 
illustrated as Shijimia moorei, is in fact Tongeia ion. 
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The records and descriptions below are mostly due to Messrs Y. Tetsuka and Y. Kimura, 
who kindly provided me with the specimens or photographs of newly known species in 
Thailand. Dr K. Ueda took the photographs of specimens preserved in the Kitakyushu 
Museum of Natural History for this article. I tender my warmest thanks to above 
gentlemen. 


Parantica sita melanosticta ssp. nov. (Figs 1, 2) 


Parantica sila (Kollar) ssp.: Pinratana & Eliot, 1992: 60, pl. 74, fig. 13. 


This new subspecies, with rather dark and reduced subhyaline areas, recalls Parantica 
pedonga at a glance, but the male sex patch on the hindwing reaches vein 2 beyond the fold 
in space 1b. 


c. Both wings, markings similar to those of P. sita sita, but differ from ssp. sita and other 
subspecies as follows: 1) Forewing costa above cell and veins more broadly blackened. 2) 
Forewing cell with two dark streaks. 3) Hindwing veins around cell more broadly 
coloured with chetnut-red. 4) Both wings subhyaline areas somewhat darker and reduced. 
Forewing length 45-50 mm. 


Holotype: &, Kao-soi-dao, Chanthaburi, S. E. Thailand, 17. III. 1985, Y. Kimura leg. 
Paratypes: 1 9, Kao-soi-dao, Chanthaburi, 25. IV. 1976, Y. Kimura leg.; 1 7, Blao, S. 
Vietnam, 5. V. 1963, Local collector leg. (KMNH-IR 200075). Types are preserved in 
Kimura Collection, Chiba Pref., except the last which is preserved in Kitakyushu Museum 
of Natural History, Fukuoka Pref. 


Lethe mataja Fruhstorfer (Figs 3, 4) 


This species was formerly believed to be endemic to Taiwan. Mr Y. Tetsuka collected 
one female in mid-winter. Data as follows: 1 €, forewing length 37 mm, Me-swai, N. 
Thailand, 5-9. I. 1991, Y. Tetsuka leg. 


The single female has the white oblique band slightly broader than in type locality form, 
and veins crossing the band are not blackened. Besides the band is continued to costa. 
The subspecific status will be discussed when further specimens are available. 
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Fig. 1. Parantica sita melanosticta, c, ssp. nov. 2. Ditto, underside. 3. Lethe mataja 
Fruhstorfer, ?. 4. Ditto, underside. 5. Polygonia c-album asakurai Nakahara, c. 
6. Ditto, underside. 7. Tongeia ion (Leech), &, underside. 
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Polygonia c-album asakurai Nakahara (Figs 5, 6) 


Two males of this palaearctic species were caught in mid-winter by Mr Y. Tetsuka. Data 
as follows: 2 &^, forewing length 28 mm, Doi-ang-kang, alt. 1,500 m, 7. I. 1990, Y. Tetsuka 
leg. 


This form is provisionally included in Taiwan subspecies, for it has a closer affinity with 
Taiwan form, as compared with Chinese and Tibetan ones. 


Tongeia ion (Leech) (Fig. 7) 
Shijimia moorei (Leech) ssp: Pinratana, 1981: 48, pl. 7, figs 21, 22. 


This western Chinese species was illustrated as Shijimia moorei in N. Thailand as above. 
By courtesies of Bro. A. Pinratana and Mr Y. Kimura, the specimen was examined in Japan 
and identified as T. iow. The data are as follows: 1%, Doi-suthep, Chiang-Mai, N. 
Thailand, 4. III. 1978. This single male is preserved in St. Gabriel’s College, Thailand. 
The upperside pattern is identical with W. Chinese forms. The underside, which appears 
very variable, is also identical in the scheme of the patterns. 


1i E 
4 4 EBLUS b 7- A Fe DEO AER (FR PRI) 


Parantica sita melanosticta ssp. n. Y 9 X v 2: 94 ERA, ^x F7 ABÉEEECCEOSZYN 
Xc 4IO6 I8 i84 7. MARAIS — ER P. pedonga IOWA 28, MVE IL 2 WRIZHET A (pedon- 
ga Clk lb BOM CKD 2) WEEL oK A: 1) Bird ESBOBEKIXUSU 4 < BE. 2) BH 
SEC 2280H& 55. 3) f&XArps LO KI O 4 l SE. 4) RAO, Ke, 


Lethe mataja 24 ux €7zutz^7: BAREL NTRS, EY 4 BALE 1 FOE 
REINE. 


Polygonia c-album asakurai  —X F25: BIROVI 7 2339 Ax 0 RC 4 ERT 2 #1 
REN. HE, fo» bOMMLY SABE ESC UTOZOT, CVHSATFLABARHICE D 
Je; 


Tongeia ion: Pinratana (1981) OY 4 HM Butterfiies in Thailand B4#BYY & a fe, 
$ 7 Edh figs 21, 22 Z “Shijimia moorei ssp.” [34 V YISA VY 3] kv THRASN TS HAR 
Lie, PEAK 2 ERM ESS ERORIZ DaT EHH., COMMAS 4 BER Ic 
FRSHZOKARORM LES. Farr UGE. 


CORMEEL OAH, PREAK, MNBSIHIRS kU Bro A.Pinratana DAR 0 Ere 
AHLT Ook Ok. ERB Ez dE THI BAER RR OO te? e 3 BO L 
fe, EERME LDS BFLAULEWS, 
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